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About the Project

Funding: 

Executive Office of Housing and Economic Development

Project partners: 

Central Massachusetts Regional Planning Commission

Metropolitan Area Planning Council

MetroWest Regional Collaborative

495/MetroWest Partnership 

Mass Audubon

Scope: 

37 cities and towns

Objective: 

30-year framework for land use and infrastructure 

investment in the region



Fundamental Principles

1. New Growth will likely require transportation & infrastructure 

upgrades, beyond what is needed to maintain the existing systems.

2. New commercial & residential growth must occur in a manner 

respectful of open space, water resources, & transportation networks.

3. Land use & transportation decisions must account for the Global 

Warming Solutions Act & the transportation reorganization statute.

4. Workforce housing must continue to be produced & preserved 

within the region at a scale that allows the number of workers living 

in the region to keep pace with the new jobs created.

5. Sustainable growth will involve the creation and maintenance of an 

effective public transit system coordinated with existing transit.

6. Coordinated planning & implementation efforts are necessary  

where jurisdictions and boundaries intersect.



Opportunities for Comment

ÅComments accepted through July 5, 2011

ÅElectronic versions of maps with priorities available 

on project website for review and comment

(after June 21)

ÅComments can also be emailed directly to 

info@495partnership.org (Subject: 495 Compact)

ÅLearn more, get involved and stay up to date by 

visiting www.495partnership.org/compact

mailto:info@495partnership.org
http://www.495partnership.org/compact
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Population Change: 

40,000 New Residents Since 2000
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Population Change: 

An Increasingly Diverse Population
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Employment Characteristics:

A Changing Economy
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Employment Characteristics:

A Diverse Regional Economy
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Labor Market:

An Aging Region

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

35%

40%

45%

50%

55%

60%

65%

70%

495 Corridor Regional Urban 
Centers

Maturing Suburbs Developing 
Suburbs

Under 18, 2000

Under 18, 2010

18 to 64, 2000

18 to 64, 2010

65 and over, 2000

65 and over, 2010



Labor Market:

A Highly Educated Region
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Housing:

Housing Cost Burden
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Housing:

Housing Type, 2010
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Commuting and Transportation: 

Longest Commutes for Suburban Residents & Workers
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